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AMEMBASSY ROME 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 247583 

PARIS ALSO FOR OECD PARIS 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EIND, XG 

SUBJECT:SPANISH FILM RESTRICTIONS 

1 . AT THE RECENT U.S.-SPAIN JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 
MEETING IN WASHINGTON D.C., SEPTEMBER 14, THE SPANISH 
DELEGATION EXPRESSED GENERAL WILLINGNESS TO EXAMINE THE 
POSSIBILITY OF LIBERALIZING SPAIN'S TAX ON DUBBED FILMS, 

BUT REQUESTED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT PRESENT SPAIN WITH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 247583 

A PAPER EXPLAINING U.S. CONCERNS. ACCORDINGLY, THE EMBASSY 
IS ASKED TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE APPROPRIATE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS LEAVING 
AIDE-MEMOIRE. 

2. THE UNITED STATES IS PLEASED WITH THE LIBERALIZATION 

OF RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN FILMS MADE LAST DECEMBER, AND 
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INDICATIONS GIVEN BY THE SPANISH DELEGATION AT THE JUNE 
MEETING OF THE OECD COMMITTEE FOR INVISIBLES TRANSACTIONS 
THAT FURTHER LIBERALIZATION MIGHT BE EXPECTED IN FORTH- 
COMING LEGISLATION. HOWEVER, THE CONTINUED IMPOSITION OF 
THE TAX ON FILMS DUBBED IN SPANISH (CANONES DE DOBLAJE) 

REMAINS A MATTER OF PARTICULAR CONCERN TO THE UNITED STATES. 
IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS TAX IS A FLAT FEE OF 
500,000 PESETAS FOR A DUBBED FILM AND WHEN BOX OFFICE 

RECEIPTS FOR FILMS DUBBED IN SPANISH REACH 30 MILLION 
PESETAS, THE TAX IS INCREASED TO INCLUDE 3 PERCENT OF 
THESE RECEIPTS, ESCALATING TO A MAXIMUM OF 8 PERCENT. 

3. AS A RESULT OF THE CONCERN OF MANY COUNTRIES, 

INCLUDING FRANCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM, ITALY AND THE 
UNITED STATES, THE OECD COMMITTEE FOR INVISIBLE OPERATIONS 
REVIEWED THE RESERVATIONS TO THE FILMS ITEM IN THE CODE 
OF LIBERALIZATION OF CURRENT INVISIBLE OPERATIONS. IN THE 
RESERVATION WHICH COVERS THE TAX ON DUBBING, THE SPANISH 
DELEGATION STATED THAT THE TAX WAS JUSTIFIED ON CULTURAL 
GROUNDS, BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IN ITS PRESENT FORM IT 
IMPINGES PARTICULARLY ON CERTAIN FILMS. WHILE THIS 
QUESTION MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE DEALT WITH UNDER NEW TAX 
LEGISLATION, THE SPANISH DELEGATION INDICATED THEIR 
GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO FIND AN INTERIM SOLUTION AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ADJUST THE SCALE OF THE TAX. 

4. IN THIS SPIRIT, THE UNITED STATES URGES THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SPAIN TO LIBERALIZE AND ELIMINATE THE TAX 

ON DUBBED FILMS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 247583 

PARIS ALSO FOR OECD PARIS 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EIND, XG 

SUBJECT:SPANISH FILM RESTRICTIONS 

1 . AT THE RECENT U.S.-SPAIN JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 
MEETING IN WASHINGTON D.C., SEPTEMBER 14, THE SPANISH 
DELEGATION EXPRESSED GENERAL WILLINGNESS TO EXAMINE THE 
POSSIBILITY OF LIBERALIZING SPAIN'S TAX ON DUBBED FILMS, 

BUT REQUESTED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT PRESENT SPAIN WITH 
A PAPER EXPLAINING U.S. CONCERNS. ACCORDINGLY, THE EMBASSY 
IS ASKED TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE APPROPRIATE SPANISH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS LEAVING 
AIDE-MEMOIRE. 

2. THE UNITED STATES IS PLEASED WITH THE LIBERALIZATION 

OF RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN FILMS MADE LAST DECEMBER, AND 
INDICATIONS GIVEN BY THE SPANISH DELEGATION AT THE JUNE 
MEETING OF THE OECD COMMITTEE FOR INVISIBLES TRANSACTIONS 
THAT FURTHER LIBERALIZATION MIGHT BE EXPECTED IN FORTH- 
COMING LEGISLATION. HOWEVER, THE CONTINUED IMPOSITION OF 
THE TAX ON FILMS DUBBED IN SPANISH (CANONES DE DOBLAJE) 

REMAINS A MATTER OF PARTICULAR CONCERN TO THE UNITED STATES. 
IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS TAX IS A FLAT FEE OF 
500,000 PESETAS FOR A DUBBED FILM AND WHEN BOX OFFICE 

RECEIPTS FOR FILMS DUBBED IN SPANISH REACH 30 MILLION 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PESETAS, THE TAX IS INCREASED TO INCLUDE 3 PERCENT OF 
THESE RECEIPTS, ESCALATING TO A MAXIMUM OF 8 PERCENT. 

3. AS A RESULT OF THE CONCERN OF MANY COUNTRIES, 

INCLUDING FRANCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM, ITALY AND THE 
UNITED STATES, THE OECD COMMITTEE FOR INVISIBLE OPERATIONS 
REVIEWED THE RESERVATIONS TO THE FILMS ITEM IN THE CODE 
OF LIBERALIZATION OF CURRENT INVISIBLE OPERATIONS. IN THE 
RESERVATION WHICH COVERS THE TAX ON DUBBING, THE SPANISH 
DELEGATION STATED THAT THE TAX WAS JUSTIFIED ON CULTURAL 
GROUNDS, BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IN ITS PRESENT FORM IT 
IMPINGES PARTICULARLY ON CERTAIN FILMS. WHILE THIS 
QUESTION MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE DEALT WITH UNDER NEW TAX 
LEGISLATION, THE SPANISH DELEGATION INDICATED THEIR 
GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO FIND AN INTERIM SOLUTION AND 
ADJUST THE SCALE OF THE TAX. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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4. IN THIS SPIRIT, THE UNITED STATES URGES THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SPAIN TO LIBERALIZE AND ELIMINATE THE TAX 

ON DUBBED FILMS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. CHRISTOPHER. 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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